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EDUCATION CENTRAL POLICY 

4. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 

I extend my congratulations to you, Mr Speaker, on your appointment, and to the Premier and the new cabinet 
ministers—congratulations to you all. To the many new members of this place, welcome aboard. I thoroughly 
look forward, as do many of my colleagues, to the next 11 hours of inaugural speeches that we will all enjoy! 
I particularly enjoyed the speech just then of the member for Swan Hills, and I will enjoy watching her rapid rise 
through to the front bench in this place over the next few years—well done, member for Swan Hills.  

The SPEAKER: Member, can you get to your question, please. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: My question is to the Premier. 
I refer to the government’s Education Central policy, which includes a proposed relocation of the academically 
selective school currently at Perth Modern School to a high-rise, inner-city rental site within Perth City Link. 
Which group or groups did the Premier and his minister consult with on the Education Central policy prior to 
making the announcement on 29 January 2017?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Churchlands. I also acknowledge the member for Swan Hills on her excellent speech. It 
is a difficult thing to be the first member to make that speech, so I congratulate her on that.  
Our Education Central policy is about ensuring that we have a select school that is available to all 
Western Australians in a location that suits the vast majority of people in this state. For the information of the 
member for Churchlands, from 1961 to 2007 Perth Mod, on its existing site, was a local catchment school, so for 
nearly 50 years it was available to the local community. It was taken back to select school status under the 
decision of former education minister Alan Carpenter. The person who was in the role of education minister at 
the time that happened was me—I was the education minister in 2007 when it became a select school again. The 
decision to make it a select school was about trying to make sure that we had a public school in 
Western Australia that provided the best opportunities for students from everywhere to have the highest quality 
education, and to make sure that we gave those students who might be particularly gifted the opportunity to 
excel. Our Education Central model is about creating a school that is larger, with more opportunities for more 
students, in a location that suits far more people and that is far easier to get to. It is also about making sure that 
people of the inner city—Perth, Mt Hawthorn, Mt Lawley, North Perth, Nedlands, Subiaco and the like—have 
the opportunity to access a local school in proximity to where they live. Our consultation process was this: we 
published the policy two months before the state election and we were elected on the policy. That was our 
consultation process. Prior to that I had a meeting with local parents about all of those issues with the now 
education minister, and she had a range of meetings and conversations with local people. What the opposition 
has to understand is that we put a policy out to the people of Western Australia. We did not hide it—it was on 
the front page of The Sunday Times. We campaigned on it. Members opposite might not have noticed, but it was 
on the front page of The Sunday Times. We campaigned on it and we were elected on it. It is a good policy.  
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